Sourtwni  Baptist  tiiatorical 
Library  A  Archives 
Nashville,  TN  ^ 

**  01  2012  A 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


NAMB  head 


announces  new  strategy 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
President  Kevin  EzeU  will  propose  new 
strategy,  new  vice  presidents,  and  a  staff 
reorganization  when  he  meets  with 
NAMB  trustees  at  a  board  meeting 
scheduled  for  Feb.  9  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

The  meeting  comes  five  months  after 
trustees  voted  to  call  Ezell  as  die  entity's 
president  last  Sept  14. 

Ezell  issued  a  statement  Jan.  28  in 
advance  of  the  board  meeting.  1  believe 
NAMB's  strategy  needs  to  revolve 
around  church  planting  that  is  focused 
on  penetrating  lostness  in  North 
America,"  Ezell  said.  "We  will  mobilize 
churches  to  become  part  of  this  church 
planting  effort.  Then  we  will  equip  them 
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Ezell  will  present  trustees  with  two 
candidates  as  regional  leaders.  Stephen 
Davis,  who  has  served  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in 
Indiana  since  2003,  is  to  be  considered  as 
vice  president  -  Midwest  Region. 

In  addition,  Ezell  will  present  Jeff 
Christopherson  as  vice  president  - 
Canadian  Region.  Christopherson  cur¬ 
rently  serves  in  Toronto  as  a  NAMB 
church  planting  missionary. 

Ezell  said  he  will  present  two  other 
vice  presidential  candidates  to  trustees 
at  the  meeting  as  well,  but  offered  no 
further  information  about  them. 

In  addition  to  presenting  new  strategy  re-alignment. 


plans  and  vice  presidential  candidates  to  In  order  to  reduce  staffing  costs  and  place 
trustees,  Ezell  will  unveil  a  proposed  more  money  on  die  mission  field,  Ezell 
organizational  structure  for  NAMB  that  offered  a  retirement  incentive  package  to 
reflects  the  entity's  re-defined  priorities.  Alpharetta -based  NAMB  employees  in  late 

"As  I  have  said  over  the  past  months,  20l0.  Savings  from  the  99  people  who  retired 
once  we  determine  our  strategy,  we  will  or  chose  a  severance  package  by  year's  end  is 
need  to  realign  our  organization  in  a  estimated  to  be  six  million  dollars, 
way  that  willlet  us  best  carry  out  that  Ezell  thanked  those  who  have  been 
strategy.  I  will  present  that  re-structur-  praying  for  him  and  for  NAMB  and  said, 
ing  to  our  trustees  at  February's  meet-  These  are  exciting  times,  but  also  end¬ 
ing,"  he  said,  adding,  "There  are  not  any  cal  days  as  we  forge  ahead  with  what  I 

believe  can  be  a  new  era  of  effectiveness 
for  Southern  Baptists." 
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■%.  Sparking  prayer  in  Mississippi 

T^eginning  near  the  birthplace  of  Mississippi  Baptists  and  I  3BTZ  -f4  'VLJi  /V"  1  'KJH 

finishing  in  the  state's  largest  metropolitan  area,  th*  first  | 

■L^r  month  ot  the  three-month  Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer  MKmI 
rallies  has  been  completed.  There's  muon  more  to  come.  gHpWa^Swcr 

A  full  slate  of  prayer  rallies  will  continue  through  February  V  ■  •  - 

and  into  March.  A  total  of  90  rallies  will  have  been  conducted 

at  the  conclusion  of  the  campaign  —  in  everv  countv  in  -  W 

Mississippi  (some  counties  have  two  countv  seats  and  then*-  k^Bi.  |Ht  .  BIB '  \jfci  intj ... i.  I  ■ 
fore  two  rallies).  It  appears  a  daunting  task  when  one  studies  a  L  v  ’  Kjl.  £■  .  r 

map  of  the  state,  but  we  know  with  ( ,od  all  things  am  possible.  €  f 

_  The  concept  is  unprecedented,  bur  not  comph-  ™  .  V 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Some  people  bring  their  own  seating,  but  most 
stand  dunng  the  snort  proceedings. 

The  object,  obvious’y,  is  to  cover  all  of  2?  , 
Mississippi  in  prayer  and  to  remind  ourselves  of  l 
the  importance  of  prayer  in  the  eyes  of  God.  To  that  Z~’ 
end,  rally  attendees  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  pray 

campaign  by  pledging  to  pray  for  Mississippi  and - 

the  rallies  each  day  before  8  ajn.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
tnatlate  risers  can  participate  at  whatever  time  they  awaken,  too. 

The  contrasts  at  the  rallies  are  stark  at  times,  and  reassuring 
t,mes- I(  was  * o  cold  at  a  couple  of  locations  that  it  was 
difficult  to  stand  still  as  the  winds  whipped  straight  through 
heavy  clothing.  It  was  short-sleeve  weather  at  some  of  the  ral- 
lies.  It  was  a  typical  Mississippi  January,  in  other  words. 
_xJHJI'^en5,unty  I^er  was  heH  January  12  on  the  steps 

of  the  Old  Courthouse  m  Vicksburg,  now  a  museum  but  once  a  proud  _ 

symbol  erf  the  Old  South.  The  next  rally  stop  was  up  the  road  a  short  printed 
distance  in  Issaquena  County  and  the  City  of  Mayeraville,  where  the 
first  female  African-American  mayor  in  the  state  was  elected  in  1976. 

As  •  matter  of  fact,  many  African-Americans  were  among 
the  thousands  who  attended  the  January  rallies.  It  was  heart-  it  can 
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Editor 


warming  to  see  Mississijppians  of  all  colors  and  rla«u»c  #nd 
social  standing  join  hands  to  pray  for  revival  in  our  state. 
Truly,  there  is  more  that  unites  us  than  separates  us  The 
M,,i“  k«ve  proven  that.  Surely  God  has  been  pleased 
tldren  come  together  to  lift  up  each  other  in  the 
ti  and  our  Lora  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 
dcthe  rally  in  your  local  area,  don't  despair, 
y  a  rally  scheduled  for  February  or  March  in  a 
within  driving  distance.  Check  the  calendar 
ire  in  this  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record,  or  visit 
rr  n.mvui.uig.  It' s  worth  the  effort  to  get  there. 

Only  God  knows  where  the  next  Gnat  Awakening  will  begin,  but 
if  we're  prayed  up  and  ready  in  Mississippi, 
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It  is  official  —  theological 
literacy  in  America  has 
reached  a  new  low. 

This  was  established  Jan.  17 
when  new  Alabama  Gov.  Robert 
Bentley  created  a  firestorm  of 
controversy  during  a  Martin 
Luther  King  Day  speech  in  the 
Montgomery  church  where 
King  once  preached. 

.Speaking  to  a  diverse  gath¬ 
ering  at  the  Dexter  Avenue 
King  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  Bentley  dared  to 
appeal  for  the  conversion  of 
his  hearers.  In  today's  politi¬ 
cally  correct  climate,  that  was 
taken  as  a  scandalous  act. 

After  clarifying  that  he  was 
color-blind  and  that  it  was  Not  that  long 
imperative  for  Alabamians  "to  have  been  quid 
love  and  care  for  one  another,"  that  the  governor 
Bentley  proceeded  to  make  an  family  imagery  of 

appeal  for  his  hearers  to  Testament.  This  i _ _ _ 

ertforace 'Christianity.  According  salvation  flows  from  a  central 
to  Fox  News,  the  governor  ,:p  *  ~ 

’There  may  be  some  people 
today  who  d?  not  have  L._.e 
within  them  die  Holy  Spirit,  but  was  echoing 
if  you  have  been  adopted  injto]  ology  of  Joh 
God’s  family  like  1  have,  and  wrote:  "But  < 
like  you  have  if  you're  a  Him  Qesusl 
Christian  and  if  you  have  been  the  right  to 
saved,  and  die  Holy  Spirit  fives  God,  even  tc 
within  you  just  like  the  Holy ,  in  His  nam. 

Spirit  fives  within  me,  then  you  not  of  blood 
know  what  that  makes?  It  the  flesh  nor 
makes  you  and  me  brothers."  but  of  God”  I 

According  to  ABC  News,  The  react 
Bentley  went  on  to  press  his  Gov.  Bentle 
appeal:  ’’Anybody  here  today  cates  almost 
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his  words.  Perhaps  he  realized 
that  when  there  is  no  biblical 
literacy,  there  would  be  no 
way  to  explain  his  comments 
—  but  the  truth  that  salvation 
is  exclusively  found  in  Jesus 
still  remains  and  the  cross  will 
continue  to  be  a  stumbling 
block  to  the  pride  of  men. 

As  a  Christian,  I  am  happy 
to  be  a  fellow  American  with 
Jews,  Hindus,  atheists  and 
more,  but  I  do  believe  in  the 
necessity  of  the  new  birth. 

The  great  evangelist  George 
Whitefieid  was  reportedly  crit¬ 
icized  for  always  preaching  on 
but  one  theme  —  the  new 
birth.  Perhaps  it  is  time 
Christians  in  America  return  to 
that  emphasis  today.  Accepted 
......  or  rejected,  Jesus  still  spoke  the 

m  atoning  truth  when  He  said,  ’Truly, 
us  Christ  upon  truly  I  say  to  you,  unless  one  is 
BC  News  article  bom  of  water  and  the  Spirit,  he 
be  local  chapter  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of 
amation  League  God"  (John  3:5). 

r  _  criticism  on  - 

isis.  Bill  Nigut  Brewster  is  pastor  of  Ryker’s 
Dnal  spokesper-  Ridge  Church  in  Madison,  Ind. 
be  day  that  he  is  His  commentary  appears  cour- 
govemor,  he’s  tesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


tion  of  the  biblical  t 
for  his  comment 
groups  said  they  felt 
cnised"  by  his  v 


Christ  as  their  savior.  I’m  telling 
you,  you're  not  my  brother  and 
you’re  not  my  sister,  and  I  want 
to  be  your  brother” 

,a8°<  i*  would  words  were  intolerantTirouh 
recognized  sive  and  wholly  unacceptable.” 
is  using  the  David  Silverman,  representing 
the  New  American  Atheists,  said 

metaphor  for  Bentley's  words  were  "diseust- 

bigoted  and  i£nW 
doctnne  of-  the  Christian  faith:  Alabama's  reputation  for  befog 
here  foat  everyone  needs  to  be  regen-  backward  an5  bigoted  "  8 

living  erated  or  "bom  again."  Bentley  This  is  the  sfoSemost  scan- 

;■*!  ^s&sssss 

.  wrote:  "But  as  as  received  is  available  to  alL  but  onlv 
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Churches  are  turning  tocreas-  engaging  ir 
fogly  to  social  networking  tools  con  versatio 
as  ministry  aids  and  Facebook  individuals 
is  by  far  the  most  popular  tool, 
according  to  a  new  study  by 
LifeWay  Research. 

The  survey  of  1,003 
Protestant  congregations  was 
conducted  in  September  and 
sponsored  by  LifeWay  s 
Digital  Church  partner. 

Fellowship  Technologies.  It 
found  that  47%  of  churches 
actively  use  Facebook. 

The  second  most 
way  of  networking  is  u 
the  tools  included  in  church 
management  software  pack¬ 
ages,  actively  used  by  2 _ J 

congregations.  Three  percent 
use  MySpace,  two  percent  a 
church-specific  package  like 
Cobblesto:ie.  Unifyer,  or  The 
City,  and  one  percent  use  Ning. 

However,  a  full  40%  of 
churches  do  not  use  any  social 


n  I  1 
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participant  in  these  conversa¬ 
tions  and  connections." 

A  separate  LifeWay  Research 
survey  of  1,000  Protestant  pas¬ 
tors  in  October  2010  found  that 
many  pattqrs  are  personally 
using  social  media  to  interact 
with  their  congregations, 
liar  Nearly  half  (46%)  of  pastors 
personally  use  Facebook,  16% 
Dlog  and  six  percent  use 
Twitter.  In  addition,  84%  send 
of  e-mail  to  groups. 

"Biblical  community 

requires  feet  and  faces,  not  only 
retweets  and  fan  pages,” 
McConnell  cautioned,  out 

.  „  dearly  social  networking  is  a 

However,  a  full  40%  of  helpful  tool  to  build  and  main- 
churches  do  not  use  any  social  tain  community." 
networking  tools.  In  addition,  though  most 

Churches  are  natural  churches  have  a  website,  there 
places  of  interaction,"  is  a  divide  between  congrega- 
LifeWay  Research  Director  tions  that  use  their  sites  only 
Scott  McConnell  said,  for  one-way  communication 
’Congregations  are  rapidly  and  those  that  maximize  their 
adopting  social  networking,  online  presence  with  interne- 
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only  once  a  month  or  less.  That 
includes  seven  percent  that 
update  once  a  year  or  less. 

Among  the  factors  that  keep 
churches  from  providing  more 
content  and  services  online  are 
limited  time  among  church 


not  only  to  speed  their  own 
communication,  but  also  to 
interact  with  people  outside 
their  church." 

Large  churches  use 
Facebook  far  more  than  small 
ones.  Eighty -one  percent  of 


>  use  their  websifes  staff  (46%),  limited  ftoandal 
ly.  Among  churches  resources  (41%),  limited  time 
isrte,  69%  of  churches  among  volunteers  (39%)  and 
or  more  in  average  little  interest  expressed  by  the 
attendance  register  congregation  for  more  online 
■  events  or  activities  content  or  services  (35%). 

;  only  25%  of  church-  Bill  Nix,  CEO  of  Axletree 
*  to  49  attendees  do  Media,  lamented  that  more 
Fifty-two  percent  of  churches  do  not  take  advantage 
ons  with  500  or  more  of  online  ministry  resources. 
t, .  J  !  i_  "Wifo  the  low  cost  of  online 
technology  today,  any  size  con¬ 
gregation  can  build  and  main¬ 
tain  a  helpful  website.  Plus, 
updating  a  website  has  become 
so  easy  foat  no  church  needs  to 
feel  like  it  lacks  foe  technologi¬ 
cal  savvy  to  have  a  presence  on 

Digital  photos  are  foe  most 


Jesus  Christ  - 

Requests  the 
%  Honor  of 


The  survey  of  1,003 
Protestant  churches  in 

September  2010  found  foat _ _ _ _ 

while  78%  have  a  website,  less  (their)  church  to  be  automated," 
than  half  of  those  congrega-  compared  with  15%  of  church- 
tions  use  their  sites  for  interac-  es  with  one  to  49  attendees, 
five  purposes  like  obtaining  In  contrast,  large  and  small 
and  distributing  prayer  churches  are  about  equally  as 

requests  (43%);  registering  peo-  likely  to  use  their  websites  to  _ 

pie  for  events  and  activities  provide  information  to  poten-  foe  Internet." 

(39%)  and  automating  more  tial  visitors.  There  is  also  little  J~‘  '  __  ^ _ 

church  processes  (30%).  difference  between  large  and  common  technology  utilized 

A  majority  of  congregations  small  churches  using  their  web-  among  churches  with  web- 
with  a  website  use  it  for  one-  sites  to  provide  information  to  sites  and  foe  only  technology 
way  comnumication,  the  sur-  their  congregation.  used  by  a  majority  of  those 

vev  revealed.  A  full  91%  pro-  The  study  also  found  differ-  congregations.  Eighty-two 
vide  infomiatiofi  topotential  ences  in  foe  frequency  of  web-  percent  use  digital  photos  in 
visitors  online  and  79%  provide  site  usage.  Forty  percent  of  their  online  ministries,  47% 
information  to  foe  congrega-  churches  with  w&sites  update  use  digital  audio  files  or  pod- 
bon.  Fifty-seven  percent  their  sites  onoe  a  week  and  15%  casts,  31%  utilize  digital 
encourage  increased  atten-  update  more  than  once  a  week,  video  files,  26%  use  text  mes- 
dance  and  involvement  among  Nearly  half  of  churches  with  saging,  and  26  %  of  conereea- 
foe  congregation  and  52%  solic-  websites  (42%)  update  them  tions  use  blogs. 

it  interest  m  ministry  or  volun- _ 

teer  opportunities. 

using  ^ 

their  website  like  a  Yellow 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  shore  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words. 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  fife.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“ But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


>i  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
U  Annual  Missions  Celebration 


Floy  Jacob,  the  second-oldest  living  missionary  currently  on  the 
retiree  rolls  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  passes  the  century  mark  when  she  celebrates  her  100th  birth¬ 
day  Jan.  18  in  West  Point.  She  was  born  in  1891  in  Franklin,  Ky. 


The  leading  Mississippi  church  in  per  capita  baptisms  for  1960  was 
Okolona  Church,  Carnation,  with  169  members  and  76  baptisms;  and 
leading  in  total  baptisms  is  First  Church,  Columbia,  with  2,228  mem¬ 
bers  and  133  baptisms.  . 
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PRAYER  POINTS  - 
AS  SIMPLE  AS  ABC 

As  thousands  of  Mississippi 
Baptists  join  together  every 
morning  to  begin  their  day  in 

222S  en?our®i?n8 


Let  me  give  you  this  one 

last  "A"  though  the  list  may 
be  longer.  Arguments  -  Are 
there  occasions  when  you 
have  engaged  someone  in 
conversation  at  home 
work,  or  church  and  you 
have  gotten  into  a  disagree¬ 
ment?  Then  it  becomes 
much  more,  it  js  an  urn. 
ment.  It  is  fine  to  disagree 
with  people.  However  it  u 


people  to  follow  a  simple  for¬ 
mula.  In  reality,  it  is  not  simple 
at  all.  We  are  asking  people  to 
pray  for  self,  for  servants,  and 
for  souls.  If  we  take  the  time  to 
spend  a  few  minutes  with  the 
Lord,  He  will  broaden  our 
understanding  of  what  these 
areas  mean  and  make  personal 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IBLIOCIP, 


EPY  ST  FLS  XLJ  HAPS  AP 


one  of  us. 

For  instance,  just  look  at 
self.  We  can  be  much  like  the 
Psalmist,  who  prayed  and 
said,  "Search  me,  O  God,  and 
know  my  heart  try  me  and 
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ed.  He  was  mad  because  of  in  an  argument  k 

some  of  the  songs  they  were  When  you  prav  for  self  and 
singine.  He  waT  ill-spirited  begin  to 
toward  some  people  in  the  that  you  were  personally 
oorwregatioa  and  he  realized  involved  in  throughout  the 
he  ^developed  a  bad  atti-  day  over  how  someone 
tude  about  everything.  While  thinks,  drives  a  cat  or  tte  way 
cithers  were  singing  and  wor-  you  felt  slighted  in  the  treat- 
shjppmg  the  Lord,  this  won-  ment  that  you  received,  you 
derful  saint  wth  an  open  heart  can  still  respond  in  airing 

way  that  will  be  worthy 

a  new  attitude.  A  dozen  peo-  your  walk  with  tKo  i 
pie  could  havt  taken  a  Su*  that  is  SU?!** 
guiv  or  twisted  an  arm  and  - AT  words  that  you  could 
□ould  not  have  made  him  examine  and  you  may  want  to 

isf  BLg'siRsi 

aouid.  Maybe  there  is  some-  in*  through  those  and  l mm— - 

^ye^y°urhSt .Thai 
?t  us  mat  me  Lord  would  like'  is  only  the  begirmine  of  the 

On^Xfdayt 

Anxuties  -  The  Scripture  another  week,  it  may  be  that 
^  anxious  for nothing"  God  wants  you  to  look  at  the 


YPFUYPO  TQ  RTO;  QTW 
RTO  NLSSTY  MP  YPFUY- 


Imow  my  thoughts.  And  see  if  Our  actions  say  a  lot  about  us 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  and  are  one  of  the  things  that 
me,  and  lead  me  in  foe  way  people  notice  most  about  us. 
everlasting  (Ps.  139:23-24).  So  we  need  to  keep  them  open 
God  will  begin  to  open  win-  before  God  so  that  He  wOI  be 
dows  of  new  insights  and  able  to  shape  us  and  use  us 
open  doors  of  new  opportuni-  through  all  that  we  do 
ties  foe  every  one  of  us.  It  is  as  Attitude s  If  you  begin  to 

simple  as  ABC.  Now  usually  pray  about  them,  you  will 
when  you  hear  that  something  quickly  recognize  that  this  is  a 
is  as  snnpfe  as  ABC,  it  is  not  different  level  of  thought  and 
ample.  This  may  not  be  either  prayer.  Our  attitudes  Kve 
Sut  as  you  look  at  you  own  beneath  the  surface  of  our 
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CLFPX  TSP:  YABWYPPS 


Hem  fun  with  cryptography  end 
exercise  your  Bibb  knowledge.  A 
King  femes  Version  Bible  oene  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  seme  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week’s  puz^..  Hebrews  Jtotiot: 
Tioenty-Eigh'  .  , 


had  given  him  a  totally  new 
attitude.  I  had  no  idea  what 
he  was  talking  about  so  I 
asked  him  to  explain.  He  said 
it  had  to  do  with,  church. 
There  were  some  new  things 
that  were  started  and  some 
old  things  that  were  not 
receiving:  the  attention  he 
thought  they  should,  fey  this 
person’s  confession  and  not 
by  my  estimation  his  attitude 
had  gotten  really  bad. 

One  Sunday  morning,  he 
sat  looking  around  at  the  con- 
grey^bon.  Hie  place  was  filled 
with  people  worshipping  and 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutnMmbcb.org. 


SEEKING  COLLEGE  PASTOR  WITH 
weekly  preaching  responsibilities  at 
multi-site  church.  Send  resume  to 
F8C,  P.O.  Box  400,  Jacksonville,  At, 
36265  or  dsUples*Jbc)ville.org  by 
Feb.  28. 


in  Biloxi  Ms  k  seeking  a  Bi- Vocational 
Minister  of  Music  anda  pianist.  Please 
send  resume  to  Cross  Roads  Baptist 
Church  PO  Box  6068  D'Iberville,  MS 
39540  or  emailed  to  bhetidan.cross 
roadsbcCgmail.com  Any  questions 
please  calr251  -504-2866 
PtNEVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
CLINTON,  MS  is  searching  for  a  pan- 
time  bi-vocational  youth  'minister. 
Please  send  resumes  to  pineview 
bcCbellsouth.net  or  you  can  fax  to 
601  -924-8378.  If  you  nave  any  ques- 
bons,  please  call  601-924-7677 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  NEW 
ALBANY,  MS  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
Organist  positron.  Please  contact  the 


start-  *«.  deal  with  our  anxieties. 


UUlLTWOOCrS  OWN,  'KINGDOM  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  rnuruuv 

Okahoja  Baptist  Church  just  7  milefrom  b<»!S.n4  *5**  h''TTmals  for  more  infor- 
Oak  Grave  Community  of  Hattiesburg,  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

MS.  Reserve  tickets  at  601-466-  434?  662-455-6743. 

Ppres  open  6DQpm.  HEIDELRFRG  Tf/UNED  GLASS 

FOB  SAIE-4  CEMETABY  PLOTS  IN  ^Wian.  D«*gn,  fabrication,  repair! 
Lakewood  Cemetary,  $1500  ea  OBO  F“  illustrations  to  601-483-795(1  or 
?*!L®01268?415  or  sdj9870aoLcomU  call  800-368-2 70S  58  " 

.^.^W  VACAflON  CONDOFC*  RENT: 

^or”,and  Orange  2  btWba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 

S3&2?  Pdfw4760CuTn^r  “2  ra-°40,/ 

^  ™e 

u  4,3  Bedroom  unitsalto^  available 

Even  lower  prices  for  those  in  1-800-541-8196  or 

Ministry.  205-556-0368  205752-1231  rLui.T^'TUr'^  ^ri‘0CeOnlin*  c0m 
25?!cRulbhorescondosxom^7i2  ■  231  SIDING!  JACKSON. 

EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  GET  AWAY  ST"  A»  hom*  improve- 

•FTSY'S  Ul'  CABINS  at  Late  Lincoln  ZSELSTLi!?"*  w,n<‘0W5'  "*«al 
State  Park  rents  nightly  or  $250  00  a  £?<!*  foo<s;  J^o  covers,  screen 

STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  2!^”  rS?  ,U^^5TIIM''  F*« 
md  repairs.  Hopper  Quitman. 


Leant  about  a  sale 
investment  that  beats  low 
bank  Tries  &  avoid  probate 


church  office  at  662-534-5812,  if 

you  are  interested. _ 

JUNIPER  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
is  seeking  a  Fbrt-time  Minister  of 
Music  Resumes  can  be  emailed  to 
junipergrovebcOgmail.com  or  mailed 


involve  you  serving  foe  L 
Maybe  there  is  something 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Rtdgeiand,  MS  39157 


JJ* »  SBC  ConvMttoe 

GRAND  CANYON  TOURS 

Data*.  Guided  Motorcoeck  Tours 


AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
TUPELO,  MS  Is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  part- 
time  Minister  of  Music.  Resumes 
can  be  sent  to  1138  Cty  Rd.  931, 
Tupelo,  MS  38804  or  emailed  to 
ihenryaauburnbaptistchurch.org. 
The  churches  phone  number  is 
(662)842-5638. 


2.  WCU  mission  trip 


1  t 

v  ,  W 

W  J 

V 

4.  Moser 

7.  Cummings 

t.  Richard  Land,  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Ethics  4c 
Religious  Liberty 

Commission  since  1988, 
will  speak  to  hundreds 
of  Mississippi  College 
:  students  during  -1*  a 

ration  with  a  local 
Christian  rock  band 
railed  Flight  From  Below. 
Shown,  from  left  to  right, 
are  Mark  Wheat,  Flight 
From  Below's  drummer 
and  a  Presbyterian 

February  15th  chapel 
program  at  First  Church 
■  Clinton.  The  program 
begins  at  10:50  a.m. 

An  eight-member  team 
of  William  Carey 
University  (WCU)  staff 
and  students  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  mission  trip  to 
Kenya  from  Dec.  26, 2010 
through  Jan.  9,  2011.  The 
group  worked  in  colLabo- 


studerrt;  ChBndan 

Bangar,  Flight  From 
Below' s  guitarist  and  a 
Northeast  Jones  High 
School  student;  Whitney 
Hunt,  a  WCU  student 
from  Franklinton,  LA; 
Daniel  Maqueda,  Flight 
From  Below’ s  bassist  and 
a  WCU  student  from 


Hattiesbur 
McKellar, 
Below's  vi 


iburg;  M 
ar.  Flight 


Marshall 
ht  From 
st  and  a 


Staff  C 

MANGES 

1.  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Osyi 
Slaughter,  La.,  as  pastor  efl 
his  wife  Tammy,  and  childrs 

ca,  has  called  Kyle  Spinks, 
ective  Jan.  2.  Shown  are  Spinks, 
st  Brooke,  Autumn,  and  Gauge. 

Belmont  student; 

Stephanie  Pendergrass,  a 
WCU  student  from 
Hattiesburg-  Tammy 
Dossett,  tire  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  for  the  aca¬ 
demic  affairs  office  at 
WCU;  and  Misha 
Nielsen,  a  "JSM  student. 

3.  Lorie  Watkins  Fulton, 
assistant  professor  of  lan- 

«and  literature  at 
im  Carey 

University,  had  her  first 
book,  entitled  William 
Faulkner,  Gavin  Stevens, 
and  _  the  Cavalier 
Tradition,  published  in 
January  2011.  In  the 
book,  published  by  Peter 
Lang  Publishing,  Inc., 
New  York,  Fulton  focus¬ 
es  on  how  Faulkner  uses 
his  most  frequent  narra¬ 
tor,  Gavin  Stevens,  to 
voice  his  political  opin¬ 
ions  and  criticize  the 
Southern  social  and 
political  structure  created 
by  the  class  he  belongs  to 


4.  Jade  Moser,  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Mountain 
College  faculty  for  more 
than  20  years,  has  been 
named, the  college's  Dean 
of  Enrollment  Services 
and  Student  Life/Dean 
of  Students.  His  appoint¬ 
ment  was  effective  Jan.  1.  - 
Moser,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  physical  education 
and  assistant  men's  bas¬ 
ketball  coach,  filled  foe 
position  when  Becky 
Bennett  retired  Dec.  31 
after  more  than  31  years 
at  BMC. 

5.  One  faculty  member,  one 

staff  member  and  six  stu¬ 
dents  from  William 
Carey  University  will 
present  their  work  at  foe 
2011  Mississippi 

Philological  Association 
(MPA)  annual  conference 
February  18  and  19  at 
Jackson  State  University. 
Allison  Chestnut,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  language 
ana  literature,  will  pre¬ 
sent  her  essay,  Sally 
Poker  Sash,  Emily 
Grierson  and  the 
Spinster's  Guide  to 
Subversive  Citizenship. 
Chestnut  has  been  on  the 
faculty  at  WCU  for  18 

I  years  and  teaches  a  vari¬ 


ety  of  literature  and  writ¬ 
ing  classes.  Jeanna 
Graves,  the  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  for  the 
department  of  theatre 
ana  communication  and  » 
a  graduate  student,  will 
present  Eco-critical 
Analysis  of  Poe's  The 
Fall  of  the  House  ofv 
Usher.  Graves  has 
worked  at  WCU  for  15 
years.  Students  who  will 
present  their  work  at 
MPA  are  Thomas  Duke  of 
Florence;  s  Sarah 

Etheridge  of  Hattiesburg; 
Berquin  Feese  of  Purvis; 
Leslie  Susan  Hammond 
of  Mendenhall;  Angelia  8. 
Logan  of  Petal;  and 
Deanna  Roberts  of 
Meridian. 

6.  Pavel  Urruchi,  a  senior 
religion  major  and 
Spanish  minor  at  WCU 
from  Lima,  Peru,  served 
as  the  interpreter  for  foe 
Pastor's  Conference  in 
the  Baptist  Churches  in 
Lima,  Peru  January  3-7. 
Mark  Tolbert, '  associate 
professor  of  Evangelism 
and  pastoral  ministry  at 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 
(NOB  7s),  and  Chuck 
Kelley,  president  of 
NOBTS,  led  foe  confer¬ 
ence.  U mi  chi's  wife  Leah 

is  the  interim  assistant  _ 
Baptist  Student  Union 
director  at  WCU. 

7.  Lisa  Cummings,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  psychol¬ 
ogy  on  the  William 


Carey  University 

Tradition  campus,  was 
named  as  the  Clinical 
Mental  Health  Counselor 
of  the  Year  at  foe 
Mississippi  Counseling 
Association  60th  Annual 
Conference  Awards 
Luncheon.  The 

Mississippi  Counselor 
Association  is  composed 
of  credentialed,  profes¬ 
sional  counselors  who 
work  to  promote  positive 
development  ana  adjust¬ 
ments  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults  whom 
foey  serve. 

The  Office  of 
Continuing  Education  at 

Mississippi  College 
will  sponsor  new  med¬ 
ical  training  programs. 
Classes  begin  March  29 
at  the  new  Flowood 
Center.  MC  will  sponsor 
foe  courses  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Consolidated 
Curriculum.  The  courses 
include  Pharmacy 
Technician,  EKC 

Technician,  Medical 
Administration 
Assistant  Program  and 
Medical  Billing  fc 
Coding.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  register, 
please  call  the  MC  Office 
of  Continuing  Education 
at  (601)  925-3301. 

Visit  us  online  at 

www.mbcb.0135, 
to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist 
opportunities. 


MSAudioLLc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

mfo@msaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  fo;th  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 


Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


33555 


8.  The  Children  in  Action  of 
Fellowship  Church, 
Taylorsville,  led  evening 


worship  services  Jan.  13. 
Katie  Atwood  gave  her  tes¬ 
timony,  Colton  Knight  led 
the  song  service,  and  Caleb 
Bass  led  the  congregation 


nrayer.  Shown  are  die 
idpants. 


9.  Feilowshii 


*  ' 


South  28th  Avenue 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  will 
celebrate  70  years  of  service 
to  the  Hattiesburg  area  with 
many  activities  and  a  web 
site  established  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  to  watch  them  now.  Visit 


www.south28.webs.com  for 
information. 


New  Prospect  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  ordained  its  associ¬ 
ate/ student  pastor;  Scott 
Westfall,  to  the  gospel  min¬ 
istry  Jan.  16.  Westfall  was  pre¬ 
sented  an  ordination  certifi¬ 
cate  and  a  John  McArthur 
study  Bible.  Shown  are 
Rachel  Westfall  Westfall  and 
pastor  Bob  Curtis. 


2.  Westfall  ordination 


b.  Wynndale  Church,  Terry 


The  children's  choir  of 
Providence  Church, 

Grenada  County,  sang  dur¬ 
ing  the  worship  service  Dec 
5.  Shown  are  Kelsey  Lane, 
Jackson  Jenkins,  Leah 
Brisooe,  James  Darren  McRee, 
Sadie  Rose  '  Williams, 
Alexandra  Kerr,  Dakota 
Jenkins,  and  Bdan  McAdams. 

.. 

ML  Olive  Church,  Baldwyn, 
held  a  note  burning  service 
Nov.  11,  2010,  on  their 
Harvest  Day  signifying  pay¬ 
ing  off  their  sanctuary.  David 
Haynes,  pastor  Shown  are 


Wynndale  Church,  Terry, 
recently  held  a  revival  for 
senior  adult  emphasis  month. 
Partkipants,  shown,  indude 
Graham  Smith,  Stan  Buckley, 
Eva  Hart  Jerry  Smith,  and 
Barry  Burm 


Southside  Church,  Yazoo 
County,  held  its  first  baby 
dedication  Nov.  21,  2010. 
Shown  are  Darrin,  Danielle, 
and  baby  Emma  Threefi  and 
Audra,  Tim,  and  babv 
Maddie  Chisolm.  y 


4.  Mt  Olive  Church,  Bakbryn 


8.  Fellowship  Church,  Tsyknville 


‘  • 


5.  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel 


9.  Fellowship  Church,  EUJsville 


FsaauAKY  3, 2011 
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10.  Mount  Manna  Church, 
Coldwater,  will  host 
Heaven's  Gates  and  Hell's 
Flames  on  February  20  at  6 
p.m.,  and  February  21  thru 
Z2  at  7  p.m.  For  more 
information  visit 

www.realityoutreachmin- 
istries.org  /  mtro.html 


12.  River  Bend  Crunch,  Aberdeen 


14.  Goodwater  Church,  Enterprise 


Cormorant,  is  nbiding  an 
open  door  prayer  day  on 
February  5,  from  10  a.m.-3 
p.m..  Christiana  are  called 
to  a  commitment  to 
solemn  prayer  and  uraise 
to  God.  There  will  be  a 
Bible  reading  on  the  quar¬ 
ter  hour. 

* 

12.  The  widows  of  River 
Bend  Church,  Aberdeen, 
were  honored  with  a  lun¬ 
cheon  and  entertainment 
by  Abbey  Swartzend  ruber. 


Swartzendruber,  left,  who 
played  violins  and  sang 
some  old  hymns. 

13.  Crossroads  Church,  Petal 

ordained  Paul  A. 
Carpenter  Jan.  9.  Shown, 
from  left  are  pastor  Jimmie 
L.  Windham,  Marsha 
Carpenter;  Carpenter,  and 
John  Patterson.  _ 

14.  The  children's  choir  of 
Goodwater  Church, 
Enterprise,  presented  the 
musical  program  Fear  Not 
Factor  Dec.  1Z  2010  at  the 
church  and  again  at 
Central  Grove  Church 
Dec.  19.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

15.  Simmons  Memorial 
Church,  Flora,  held  a  baby 
dedication  Dec.  12, 2010,  for 
Brianna  Rartae  Douglas. 
She  is  shown  with  her  par¬ 


ents  Chad  and  Sylena  and 
siblings  Preston,  Edie 
Grace,  and  Landon. 

16.  First  Church,  Boyle,  held 
a  baby  dedication  service 
Jan.  16  for  Emma  Grace 
Sawyer.  Shown  are  pastor 
Clarence  Edwards  and 
parents  Jonathan  and 
Ashley  Sawyer. 


Sweeping  investigation  underway  of  church,  ministry  taxes 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  a  At  least  some  of  them  have  "Self-correction,”  he  said,  every  church  in  the  country.  The  ECFA  President  Dan  Busbv 
nove  that  could  have  a  major  been  accused  of  using  donor  would  be  best,  lire  ranking  health  and  wealth  teaching  said  that  "based  on  a  career  ol 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  a 
move  that  could  have  a  major 
impact  on  the  tax  status  of 
churches  and  pastors,  an  inde¬ 
pendent  national  commission  of 
religious  and  financial  experts 
vWI  review  several  church- relat¬ 
ed  tax  issues  such  as  foe  limita¬ 
tions  of  foe  pastoral  housing 
allowance  and  foe  IRS'  power  to 
investigate  churches  and  issue 
its  recommendations  to  U.S.  Sen. 
Chuck  Grassley  of  Iowa. 

The  commission,  formed  by 
the  Evangelical  Council  for 
Financial  Accountability 
(ECFA)  at  the  request  of 
Grassley,  will  examine  church- 
related  tax  issues  in  foe  wake 
of  a  mostly  unsuccessful 
Grassley  in  vestigation  into  the 
financial  records  of  tkc  televi¬ 
sion  ministries,  most  of  whom 
have  ties  to  what  is  known  as 
foe  "health  and  wealth  gospel." 


At  least  some  of  them  have  "Self -correction,"  he  said, 

been  accused  of  using  donor  would  be  best.  The  ranking 
money  to  live  luxurious — GOP  member  of  the  Senate 
lifestyles.  Because  they  label  Finance  Committee,  Grassley 
themselves  as  churches,  foe  min-  said  in  a  separate  statement 


themselves  as  churches,  foe  min¬ 
istries  are  tax-exempt  and  not 
required  to  submit  detailed 
financial  information  to  foe 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 
Grassley,  who  began  his  probe  in 
2007,  maintained  from  foe  start 
that  his  probe  had  nothing  to  do 
with  doctrine  but  instead 
focused  on  whether  donor 
money  was  being  used  for  legit¬ 
imate,  non-profit  purposes." 

Grassley,  a  Republican, 
released  foe  results  of  his  inves¬ 
tigation  Jan.  6,  a  day  after  he 
sent  a  letter  to  foe  ECFA  asking 
it  to  provide  input  "on  how  to 
address  these  issues"  and  "to 
help  facilitate  discussion  on 
whether  these  issues  can  be 
addressed  without  legislation." 


said  in  a  separate  statement 
that  "legislation  should  be  the 
last  resort." 

Two  of  the  ministries  — 
those  of  Joyce  Meyer  and 
Benny  Hinn  —  complied  with 
Grassley's  staff  and  "have 
undertaken  significant  internal 
governance  reforms,"  Grassley 
said.  Four  ministries  either  did¬ 
n't  comply  at  all  or  supplied 
incomplete  information;  the 
ministries  of  Randy  and  Paula 
White,  Eddie  Long,  Kenneth 
and  Gloria  Copeland,  and 
Creflo  and  Taffi  Dollar. 

Even  though  much  of  foe 
Christian  community  views  foe 
health  and  wealth  gospel  as 
unbiblical,  foe  ministries' 
alleged  abuses  could  impact 


asserts  that  foe  Bible  promises 
physical  and  financial  blessings 
to  followers  of  Christ  Critics  say 
such  teachings  wrongly  equate 
God's  promises  of  blessing  with 
temporal  materialistic  success. 

Grassley's  staff  wrote  in  a 
summary  memo  that  the  four 
ministries  have  "multiple  for- 
profit  and  non-profit  entities 
related  to  each  dumb"  and 
that  the  use  of  "private  airports 
and  aircraft  leasing  companies 
...  raises  concerns  about  the 
use  of  the  church's  tax-exempt 
status  to  avoid  taxation. 

"However,  given  the  four 
churches'  refusal  to  provide  tax 
information,  we  are  unable  to 
determine  whether  and  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  report¬ 
ing  and  paying  taxes  on  income 
earned  in  those  entities." 


ECFA  President  Dan  Busby 
said  that  "based  on  a  career  of 
working  with  non-profit  orga¬ 
nizations"  he  is  “convinced  foe 
reported  practices  are  not  per¬ 
vasive."  Formed  in  1979,  ECFA 
is  an  organization  comprised  of 
ministries  that  pledge  to  follow 
established  standards  for  finan¬ 
cial  accountability,  fundraising 
and  board  governance.  Of  foe 
six  ministries,  only  Joyce 
Meyer's  ministry  is  a  member. 

The  Commission  on 
Accountability  and  Policy  for 
Religious  Organizations  will  be 
led  byMkhael  Batts,  a  CPA  and 
an  ECFA  board  member.  It  will 
receive  no  government  money. 

The  commission  will  also 
examine  foe  current  IRS  prohi¬ 
bition  on  church  involvement 
in  political  campaigns. 

There  is  no  timetable  yet  for 
foe  completion  of  foe  report. 
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Blue  Mountain  College's  Bennett  retires  after  31  vears 

—  do^  the  recruiting  job  I - -=r~ -  iliMwa 


d  BLUE  MOUNTAIN,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
Becky  Bennett  wasn't  quite  sure  what  ste 
was  getting  into  back  in  1979,  and  she 
can't  quite  figure  out  where  the  past  31 
years  nave  gone.  She's  sure  of  one  thing; 

It^ s  been  fun.  It's  always  been  fun." 

Bennett,  vice  president  for  enrollment 
services  and  student  life  and  dean  of  stu- 
dents  at  Baptist-affiliated  Biue  Mountain 
College  (BMC)  in  Blue  Mountain,  retired 
after  more  than  31  years  on  Dec.  31.  Jack 
Moser,  a  member  of  the  BMC  faculty  for 
more  than  20  years,  was  named  to 
replace  hen  effective  Jan.  1. 

^t'8,iust  hme,"  she  said.  "I  guess  it's 
biblical,  from  Ecdesu;  ites.  There's  a  time 

to  everv  nnrrws**  an/t  tVo  n.d  " 


evolved  from  a  women's  college  with 
male  ministerial  students  to  a  complete- 
ty  coeducational  institution.  This  fall, 
the  school  hit  a  record  enrollment  of  550 
students;  aU  its  residential  spaces  are 
filled  and  therj's  a  waiting  list. 
Through  it  all,  Bennett's  involvement 
has  been  significant  —  first  as  dean  of 
students  and  later  as  an  administrator 
and  member  of  the  President's  Cabinet. 

Bennett  grew  up  in  Oxford  and 
earned  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  in 
Oxford.  After  teaching  elementary 
school  for  seven  years  in  Lafayette  and 
Panola  cdunties,  she  worked  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
m  Jackson  for  nearly  two  years. 

„  J04  a  Pro"16  call  from 

Gerald  Fowler  BMC  director  of  admis- 
sron^  asking  u  would  interview  foe 
admisso.*  recruiter.  "Even  though  I  went 
*5** Td  known  about  BMC  all  my 
the  school,”  she  said. 

Bandit'  ^ppy  working  in  the 

Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  and  not 
particularly  interested  in  being  a 
recruiter.  "I  wasn't  sure  where  God  was 
leading  me,"  she  said.  "I  just  figured  I 
would  see  where  it  would  take  me." 


- - •»  "  uuiu  uuvc  UK. 

u  With  ^  and  Harold 

Fishes  BMCs  president  When  she  turned 


down  the  recruiting  job 
Fisher  said,  "VNtell  (have 
another  job  I  want  to  talk 
to  you  about  —  dean  of 
students." 

"I  was  floored," 
Bennett  said.  'It  was  a 
total  surprise."  She 
accepted  and  never 
looked  back. 

'It's  been  a  blast,' 
Bennett  said.  "It's  been 
wonderful.  The  students 
at  BMC  have  just  been 
super.  They  can  amaze 
you;  they  can  surprise 
you.  Yes,  sometimes 
they  can  disappoint  you 
but  that's  when  you  can 
really  make  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  in  their  lives." 

Bennett  has  made 
enough  difference  in 
enough  BMC  students' 
lives  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  recently 
named  her  dean  of  stu¬ 
dents  emerita. 


HONORING  RETIREMENT 


"That's  something  I'll 
always  cherish."  JnH  R“"‘ 

"Becky  Bennett  has 
invested  in  the  lives  of  Blue  Mountain 
College  students  for  over  thirty 
years,  said  Bettye  Rogers  Coward, 
BMC  president.  "There  is  no  way  to 
measure  the  impact  of  her  long  and 
distinguished  career." 

®erinett  said  she  has  been  fortunate 
to  work  for  two  different  BMC  adminis¬ 
trations.  "Both  Dr.  Fisher  and  Dr. 
Coward  have  been  first  rate  presidents 
who  have  allowed  me  opportunities  to 
grow  in  so  many  ways,  she  said.  "I 
could  never  thanx  them  enough." 

Bennett  is  optimistic  about  the 
future  of  Blue  Mountain  College:  "I've 
always  said  BMC  is  a  truly  Christian 
college,  in  name  and  in  prcctice.  God 


I  .  , — ”  waiu  ui  1 1 

and  Jack  Bennett,  Becky's  husband  and 


* 
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has  a  real  purpose  for  a  Christian  col- 
lege  in  north  Mississippi  and  I'm  glad 
Mississippi  Baptists  nave  supported 
us  and  continue  to  support  us.  As 
long  as  we  are  that  instrument  of 
change  that  God  has  called  us  to  be, 
this  college  will  be  fine. 

"People  ask  me  all  the  time  how  we 
make  it,  being  a  small  college  in  an 
even  smaller  town,  a«d  I  just  scratch 
my  head  and  say,  'iKon't  know  but 
we  keep  on  going  and  keep  on  grow¬ 
ing  so  it  must  be  God's  will." 

Bennett  and  her  husband  Jack,  pas¬ 
tor  at  kjft  Vi. _ :  r-l _ 1 


a  better  pastor's  wife,'  she  said,  chuck¬ 
ling  a  hit,  "but  basically  f'm  going  to 
just  play  it  by  ear  and  by  heart" 

Sne  knows  there  will  be  some  sepa- 
a,wiety.  but  she's  prepared  for 
it.  Between  the  students  and  my  col- 
leagues  at  Blue  Mountain,  I've  been 
blessed  she  said.  "The  best  people  in 
the  world  are  found  on  this  hill.* 
Ffeaer  has  served  BMC  as  associate 
processor  of  physical  education  and 
assistant  men's  basketball  coach. 

"Jack  Mosar  knows  the  very  heart 
and  soul  of  Blue  Mountain  College, 
and  he  has  demonstrated  unwavering 
commitment  to  our  students'  welfare 
during  his  tenure  here,"  Coward  said. 


'Hearina  is  Believin 
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Medicare  Supplement!! 
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v/o  Save  Some  People  Over 
$1 .000  a  year 


1.800.844.3254 

O’Mire  Agency 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

God  Loves  the  Unlovely 

Hoaea  1:1-3^  J 

Becky  Brown  Corner’ s  Pile 


thirty  lot  or  harlotry,  appearing  eigh-  Comer  gave  birth 
tee?h??e8  .  ,  ,  children  Tn  the  Y 

ol,  I  have  God  s  people  Israel  had  for-  Hosea.  The  first  w 

AkenuHim.'  Ile,had  8iven  named  Judgement, 
he  Old  them  birth,  loved  them  and  set  ond  was  a  daughte 
‘  ^°nn%  mem  apart  as  a  nation  that  No  More  Com  passu 
mt  and  was  blessed  in  order  to  be  a  third  was  a  son  na 
*at  **ys  Messing.  He  preserved  them  Longer  My  People 
ne;  they  through  four  hundred  years  of  through  the  names 
ly  never  bondage  in  Egypt.  He  deliv-  children,  God  was  cr 
So  sad.  ered  them  by  His  great  and  to  the  people  of 
e  Old  mighty  power  When  they  "Judgement  w  comir 
Mti  mes-  rejected  Him,  He  led  them  what  you  are  doing! 
pomting  through  forty  years  in  the  you  reject  my  dee 
the  lives  wilderness  with  full  provision.  Come  back  to  me  no 
God  was  Moses  brought  them  out  of  People  of  God'  card 
Calviiry.  Egypt.  Joshua  led  them  into  to  expire!" 
lough  to  Canaan.  God  gave  them  the  The  role  of  God's  pr 


Brown 


Brown  is  staj 
First  Churfh,  Rici 


at0L^i  l°ram  brought  judgment  on  Ahab, 

unbridled  passion  for  Jezebel  and  Baalism.  Jehu  was 

life  is  seen  in  his  char-  so  y _ 1 _  '  ;; _ _ 

iot  driving.  The  Baalism,  he  gathered  all  the 
watchman  in  Jezreel  advocates  of 
said,  "he  drives  like  a  under  pretense  of  a  great 
madman"  (2  Kings  in  Baal's  honor.  Jehu  then  1 
9:20;  NTV).  By  killing  everyone  who  showed 
loraip,  the  dynasty  Baalism  was  "destroy* 
u  «  °mri'  Israel"  (2  Kings  10:18-28:  N.V).  Lord?  1 

VanHom  Ahabs  father,  came  to  T  •  1  ■ ;  ■  • _ 

an  abrupt  end.  He  killed  42  men  who  were  rel-  about  ei 

ve  What  about  Baalism?  atives  of  Ahaziah  and  not  who  do  i 
a  Baalism  was  a  false  religion  included  in  the  Lord's  judg-  for  the  l 
s.  venerating  Baal  as  the  storm  me nt  (2  Kings  10:13-14).  He  trol  theii 
re  god,  who  brought  rain  for  the  eradicated  Baalism,  but  ground* 
oops.  Baal’s  female  consort,  stopped  short  of  eradicating  the  guided 
et  Asherah,  was  thought  to  ensure  false  worship  instituted  by  Believer* 

:d  the  fecundity  of  the  land.  When  Jeroboam,  Israel's  first  king,  sign,  " 

>e  Ahab  married  JezebeL  a  for-  Jeroboam  had  erected  altema-  Passion.' 

>n  eigner,  she  brought  along  her  tive  shrines  at  Dan  and  Bethel  for  thir 
w  false  gods.  Altars  were  erected,  had  chosen  non-Levitical  destroys 
i\  and  prophets  and  priests  of  priests,  and  had  established  Christ;  unbridled  passion  for 
m  • 7  n^?n/2  u  Ashe.rah  were  kasts  day«  at  times  other  than  Christ,  can  result  mus  doing 
m  installed.  Cult  oroshtutesenart-  what  i  nrA  commanded,  things  in  Jesus'  name  that  He 

i  was  designed  never  called  us  to  do.  Let's 
men  of  Israel  develop  a  passion  for  Christ 
usalem  for  the  that  is  informed  by  the  Bible, 
ossibly  return-  empowered  by  the  Spirit,  and 
es  to  David's  effective  in  honoring  Jesus. 


aught  judgmoit  on  Ahab,  10:29,31-35)?  Jehu  was  com- 
’ebel,  and  Baalism.  Jehu  was  mended  for  his  dismantling  of 
passionate  about  eradicating  the  infrastructure  supporting 
—  i  -JL  Baalism  in  Israel  but  he  w<£ 

Baal  together  censored  because,  "He  did  not 
•at  feast  turn  away  from  the  sins  of 
i  killed  Jeroboam'' (2  Kings  10:31;  NIV). 
1  up.  What  about  you?  Do  you 
d  .  m  have  a  passion  to  serve  the 
,  -  ,  <r '28:  NaVR,  Lord?  Too  often  those  who 

about  Jehu  s  excesses?  profess  Christ  are  passionate 
He  killed  42  men  who  were  rel-  about  everything  else.  Those 
atives  of  Ahaziah  and  not  who  do  seem  to  oe  passionate 


,The  wor<J,  "p 

m  many  ways. 
word  in  a  roroa 


This  week's  lesson  focuses  oil  and  delivered  the  God-given 
upon  Jehu's  passion,  a  general  mandate  to  bring  judgment  on 
l  ?  over  *®rael  i°  the  house  of  Ahab.  King  Ahab 

BG.  Jehu  had  a  passion  for  himself  was  dead.  However,  he  _ _  _ 

an  accomplished  and  his  wife  Jezebel  had  illegal-  guarantee  the  fertility  of  the  soil  from 
soldier.  The  Lord  anointed  him  ly  confiscated  Naboth's  vine-  and  the  success  of  the  harvest.  great 
wng  and  used  him  to  eradicate  yard,  had  established  Baalism  God  sent  prophets  to  speak  mg  t 
Baalism  from  Israel.  We  learn  in  Israel,  and  had  killed  many  against  this  heresy.  At  the  desce 
m  this  week's  lesson,  passion  of  the  Lord's  prophets.  Ahab  s  height  of  Baalism,  Jezebel  had  passi< 
cmi  be  a  positive  force  for  grandson,  Jmam,  was  king  at  the  prophets  of  the  Lord  put  to  trous 
needed  change  in  society.  So,  mis  time.  Jehu  rushed  to  Jezreel  death.  Through  Jehu,  God  newh 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  at 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  *  _  ^  _ _ _ 

news  and  photographs  ol  special  events 

that  taka  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  ^V.MMIlBQDQEflXfl 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  J 

News  submitted  tor  pubfcation  in  The  /  ^  _ _ _  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  g 

ton,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  B  1/2  by  11-inch 

i*per,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 

toons  provided  by  the  newspaper.  Al  art- 

ctos  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  artetoe 

wM  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  artictas  concise.  Include  subnxtted  as  a  JPEG  file  v 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  whet,  wheh,  where  details  of  (b)  thre»-and-a-ha*  inch  Ac 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  Photos  must  be  dear  ahai 
toined  to  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phone  photognvhs  ar 

mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tkm  items  are  generally 
bo  text  attachments  will  be  accepted  while.  Instant  photos  and  tkgkaJ  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  be 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible  not  raprodudbie.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  if  do  not  attach  photoe  wW 


Van  Horn  is  Dean  of  Christian 
Studies  and  the  Arts  at  Mississippi 
College. 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
al  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  pubfished.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  woek  Trior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 
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wAvw.baptistchiMrensvill.-ige.com 


RANK 


Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts 
received  by  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village 
during  die  previous  twelve  months.  In  this 
evaluation,  it  has  become  customary  to  list  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  descending  order  of 
total  cash  gifts.  This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift 
items  or  volunteer  efforts  that  many  churches  con¬ 
tribute.  This  evaluation  and  analysis  has  become 
blown  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches." 


Carthage 
Union 
New  Albany 
Mendenhall 


f 2.060  00 
2.0SS93 
2.056  89 
$2,055  00 
2  049.00 
2.040.00 
I  2.015  .07 
$2.02186 
2.002  00 
2,000  00 
2,000.00 
1,995  00 
1,9*7.92 
1,959.32 
1,950  00 
1,94*88 
1,946.61 
1,946  00 
1,940  68 
1,940  00 
:  1,937  00 
1,916.67 
1,907.97 
1,906  70 
1,903.00 
1,892.71 
1,878.79 
i  1,868.47 
1,*67.SS 
1.854  49 
1,845  00 
1440.56 
1,831.54 
1,810.57 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
.1,790.00 
1,78389 
1,778  03 
1,776.18 
1,766.20 
1,75081 
1,750.00 
1,750  00 
1.746.92 
1.732  00 
1,730,00 
1.715.31 
1,714.26 

1.711.97 
1,704  06 
1.700  00 
1,700.00 
1.700.00 
1,696  00 
1,695  00 

1.694.83 
1.693.01 
1,690.74 
1.688.68 
1.683.50 

1.682.83 
1,680  00 
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I,W6  1 3 
1,645.00 
1,624.43 
1,621.03 
1,600.00 
1,600.00 
1,596  00 
1,594.00 

1.592.97 
1,567.00 
1,562.94 
1*579.97 

1.575.76 
1,567.20 
1,563.00 
1,560.00 
1,557.34 

1.542.58 
1,542.00 
1,520.00 
1,510.00 
1,509.70 

1.507.77 
1,504.60 
1,500.00 
1,500  00 
1,500.00 
1,500  00 

$1,500.00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

1.497.58 

1.495.28 

1.489.59 
1,486.40 
1.485.62 

h  ,481 .20 
f 1,480.00 

I, 467.30 
\  1,452.00 

II, 447.75 
11,445.00 

1.434.28 
11,434.00 


$4,126.67 
$4,102  94 
$4,094.00 
$4,071.00 
!  4,01 1 .30 
4,008.54 
4,003  SO 
$4,000  00 
3,984.42 
3,974  03 
3,959.63 
3,952.23 
3,861.93 
3,854.85 
3,850.75 
3  839  00 
!  3,803  76 
3,773.61 
:  3,769.96 
3,754.1  J 
'  3,746.06 
!  3,721.65 
3.69S.40 
3,625.00 
3,600.00 
3,568.92 
3,568.57 
3,489.13 
3,460.00 
:  3,444.36 
!  3,435.00 
i  3.430.53 
3,424.35 
3,351.80 
:  3,350.37 
3,347.30 
3,297.00 
3,293.44 
3,290.84 
$3.260  00 
3,251.63 
3.194.00 
1  3,187.00 
3,175  00 
3,174.08 
3,155.94 
1  3,150.00 
3,117.47 
3,105.00 
3,093.00 
3,077.04 
3,074.40 
3,073.00 
3,058.81 
3,051.24 
3,039.00 
3.012.93 
3.001.00 
$3,000.00 
3,000  00 
2.970.0] 
2.960.82 
2,959.17 
2.949.92 
2,948.50 
2,915.00 
2,902.25 
2,900.00 
2,670.81 
2,865.88 

2.857.44 
2,836.42 

.814.05 
$2,808.83 
h  2,766.44 
2,732.73 
2,713.00 
2,710.00 

2.703.23 

2.662.24 

2.674.96 

2.662.44 
$2,650  00 

2,633  00 
2,625.86 
2,625.00 
2,622.00 
2,604.05 
2,591  00 
2,588.01 
2,575.00 
2,560  00 
2,551.00 

2.526.96 
2,503.12 
2,499.05 
2,488.90 
2,471.00 
2,467.99 
2,434.22 
2,430.53 

2.427.45 
2.400  00 
2,400.00 
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Religious  minorities  victims  of  'horrific  atrocities' 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  The  governments  of  Iraq 
and  Egypt  have  failed  to  protect  the 
freedoms  of  religious  minorities, 
resulting  in  "horrific  atrocities" 
against  historic  Christian  communi¬ 
ties,  a  religious  freedom  advocate  tes¬ 
tified  Jan.  20  —  Just  days  before  Egypt 
erupted  in  protests  ana  violence. 

Nina  Shea,  a  member  of  the  U.S. 
Commission  on  International  Religious 
Freedom  along  with  Richard  Land, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville, 
appeared  before  Congress'  Tom  Lantos 
Human  Rights  Commission  less  than  a 
week  after  an  Egyptian  court  handed 
down  a  death  sentence  to  a  man  convict¬ 
ed  in  a  January  2010  attack  in  which  six 
Christians  and  a  Muslim  guard  were 
killed  in  the  city  of  Nag  Hamadi. 

Shea  told  the  congressional  panel, 
"The  Oct.  31  violent  siege  or  Our 
Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Catholic 
Church  in  Baghdad,  Iraq,  during 
Sunday  mass  and  the  New  Year's 
Day  bombing  attack  against  Coptic 
Christians  emerging  from  a  church 
service  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  sent 
shock  waves  around  the  world." 

The  "horrific  atrocities,"  Shea  said, 
"did  not  occur  in  a  vacuum." 

"In  Egypt,  for  the  past  two  years, 
we've  seen  a  dramatic  upsurge  in 
attacks  against  Copts,  while  in  Iraq, 
churches  nave  been  targeted  at  least 
since  2004,  and  while  the  violence  in 
the  country  has  decreased  overall, 
attacks  against  the  Christians  have* 
increased.  Shea  said. 

This  fall,  an  ad -Qaeda  group  has 
explicitly  linked  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nities  of  Iraq  and  Egypt  in  its  threats  to 
kill  Christians.  Clearly,  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  both  nations  have  failed  to 
ensure  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion 
or  belief,  especially  for  religious 
minorities,  including  Christian  com¬ 
munities  which  have  been  in  Egypt  and 
Iraq  for  nearly  2,000  years,"  Shea  said. 

On  Jan.  16,  Mohammed  Ahmed 
Has8anein,  also  known  as  Hammam 


al-Kamouni,  received  a 
death  sentence  on  first- 
degree  murder  and  terror- 
related  charges  for  the  2010 
attack  in  Nag  Hamadi,  the 
Associated  Press  reported. 
The  State  Security  Court, 
whose  rulings  cannot  be 


case  next  month. 

The  death  sentence  in  the 
11 -month  trial  came  quickly 
on  the  heels  of  a  Jan.  1  sui¬ 
cide  bombing  in  which  21 
worshippers  were  killed  at 
a  church  in  the  port  city  of 
Alexandria,  the  AP  noted. 

Egypt's  top  security  official 
has  blamed  the  Army  of 
Islam  in  the  Gaza  Strip  for 
the  attack. 

Muslim-Christian  stress  in 
Egypt  was  further  intensified 
by  a  Jan.  11  incident  in  which 
an  off-duty  police  officer 
opened  fire  on  a  train  in 
southern  Egypt,  killing  a  71- 
year-old  Christian  man  and 
wounding  five  others, 
including  the  man's  wife. 

Shea  told  Baptist  Press  she 
sees  rite  death  sentence  as 
"tokenism." 

"There  are  a  number  pf 
attacks  on  Christians  not 
being  prosecuted,  and  the 
case  in  which  the  death  sen¬ 
tence  was  handed  down  is 
not  finished,"  Shea  said. 

"There  are  two  other  defen¬ 
dants  still  on  trial." 

The  Jan.  11  attack  of  this  year;  Shea 
noted  in  her  congressional  testimony,  is 
yet  another  evidence  of  "a  longstanding, 
deeply  entrenchedpattem  of  impunity 
in  attacks  against  Christians." 

"There  are  government  measures  that 
discriminate  against  Christians  and 
allow  them  to  be  scapegoated.’  You  reg¬ 
ularly  see  incitements  to  violence 
against  Christians  in  government* 


Shea 

owned  media,  including  wild  conspira¬ 
cy  theories  about  Christians  preparing 
to  take  over  Egypt  If  creates  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  intimidation  and  incitement  to 
’  violence  against  Christians,"  Shea  said. 

Christians  make  up  about  10%  of 
Egypt's  estimated  60  million  popula¬ 
tion  and  regularly  complain  that 
police  ignore  discrimination  and  vio¬ 
lence  against  them.  The  Associated 
Press  noted  the  government  has  fried 


to  calm  Christian  fears,  freeing  dozens 
of  Christians  detained  after 
November  2010  rioting  over  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  church  building  in  a  Cairo 
suburb  and  beefing  up  security  out¬ 
side  churches. 

In  a  widely  publicized  celebration 
in  mid-January,  President  Hosni 
Mubarak  presented  one  of  the  nation's 
highest  honors  to  a  famous  Christian 
surgeon,  the  AP  reported. 


Bills  working  way  through  Congress  would  dial  back  abortion  funds 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Pro- 
life  members  of  Congress  rein¬ 
forced  Jan.  20  their  intention  to 
prohibit  federal  funding  of 
abortion  by  introducing  two 
bills,  one  mat  would  accom¬ 
plish  the  feat  across  the  board 
and  one  that  would  do  so  in 
lastyear's  health-care  law. 

The  introduction  of  the  No 
Taxpayer  Funding  for 
Abortion  Act  H.R.  3,  and 
Protect  Life  Act,  H.R.  358, 
came  one  day  after  the  House 
of  Representatives  voted  245- 
189  to  repeal  the  health-care 
measure  dubbed  "Obama- 
care"  by  its  critics. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the 
effort  to  rescind  the  2010  law 
was  its  authorization  of  subsi¬ 
dies  for  insurance  plans  that 
cover  abortion. 

The  No  Taxpayer  Funding 
for  Abortion  Act  which  was 
introduced  by  Rep.  Chris 
Smith,  R.-N.J„  with  161 
cosponsors,  would  institute  a 
permanent  government-wide 
ban  on  federal  funds  and  sub¬ 
sidies  for  abortion.  It  would 


serve  to  standardize  bans  on 
abortion  funding  that  now 
exist  in  various  federal  pro¬ 
grams,  many  of  which  have  to 
be  approved  each  year,  and 
make  certain  the  prohibition 
extends  to  all  agencies. 

The  Protect  Life  Act  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rep.  Joe  Pitts,  R.-Pa., 
with  89  cosponsors,  would 
amend  last  year's  Patient 
Protection  and  Affordable 
Care  Act  to  bar  federal  money 
from  paying  for  abortion  or 
abortion  coverage. 

Speaker  of  the  House  John 
Boehner  called  Smith's  bill  "one 
of  our  highest  legislative  prior¬ 
ities"  and  designated  it  as  H.R. 
3  to  demonstrate  its  impor¬ 
tance.  "A  ban  on  taxpayer  fund¬ 
ing  of  abortion  is  the  will  of  the 
people  and  ought  to  be  the  law 
of  the  land,"  Boehner  said  at  a 
Jan.  20  news  conference. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  Sc 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  urged  about  90  House 
members  to  sign  an  as  original 
cosponsors  of  the  government- 
wide  funding  ban. 


"We  find  it  unconscionable  demonstr 
that  a  single  taxpayer  dollar  be  executive 
tunneled  for  abortion,"  ERLC  prove  his 
President  Richard  Land  said  in  mg  feder 
a  Jan.  19  letter  to  the  House  tion"  aftei 
members.  "With  the  adoption  reform  ini 
of  die  (Smith)  bill,  concerns  on  "If  he  c 

abortion  funding  would  be  sig-  word,  he 
nificantly  abated."  ’  '  lemsignii 

If  approved  by  the  House,  Pitts  said 
both  legislative  pieces  face  Pro-lif 
unpromising  prospects  in  the  and  outs 
Senate,  which  is  not  as  pro-  Obama's 
life  as  the  House.  In  addition,  ineffectiv 
President  Obama  would  be  president 
expected  to  veto  either  bill  order  at 
that  reached  his  desk.  *  contend 
Smith  and  Pitts  both  would  ru 
appealed  to  Obama  regarding  guage  in 
tneir  proposed  bans.  "President  the  execu 
Obama  said  he  wants  abortions  The  N 
to  be  rare.  To  Mr.  Obama  I  say,  Committi 
Here  is  a  bill  for  you.’"  lenged  O 

Smith  cited  a  report  by  the  Obama  sc 
Guttmacher  Institute  —  a  pro-  bills,  tha 
'  choice  research  organization  —  tional  gl 
that  a  ban  on  government  fund-  his  prote 
ing  of  abortion  reduces  the  to  public 
number  of  procedures  by  25%.  are  phoro 

Pitts  said  Obama  agreed  Director " 
with  the  goals  of  the  trills  and  said  in  a 


demonstrated  it  by  issuing  an 
executive  order  "trying  to 
prove  his  support  for  prohibit¬ 
ing  federal  funding  for  abor¬ 
tion"  after  he  signeahealth-care 
reform  into  law  in  March. 

If  he  chooses  to  stand  by  his 
word,  he  should  have  no  prob¬ 
lem  signing  both  bills  into  law," 
Pitts  said  of  tfte  president. 

Pro-life  advocates  inside 
and  outside  the  House  reject 
Obama's  executive  order  as 
ineffective.  They  point  out  the 
president  could  rescind  his 
order  at  any  time*  and  they 
contend  the  federal  courfs 
would  rule  in  favor  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  law,  riot  that  in 
me  executive  order. 

The  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee  (NRLCJalso  chal¬ 
lenged  Obama.  "If  President 
Obama  seeks  to  obstruct  these 
bills,  that  will  provide  addi¬ 
tional  glaring  evidence  that 
his  professions  of  opposition 
to  public  funding  of  abortion 
are  phony,"  NRLC  Legislative 
Director  Douglas  Johnson 
said  in  a  written  statement. 


Johnson  also  said,  "Public 
opinion  is  strongly  against 
federal  subsidies  for  abortion, 
and  any  member  of  Congress 
who  is  truly  opposed  to  feder¬ 
al  funding  of  abortion  will 
vote  for  both  of  these  bills." 

Smith's  bill  also  would 
institute  conscience  clause 
protections  for  pro-life, 
health-care  workers.  Rep. 
Dan  Lipinski  of  Illinois  is  the 
lead  Democratic  cosponsor  on 
both  Smith  and  Pitts'  bills. 

In  another  pro-life  effort  to 
halt  abortion-related  funding. 
Rep.  Mike  Pence.  R.-Irid, 
introduced  Jan.  7  the  Title  X 
Abortion  Provider 

Prohibition  Act,  H.R.  217. 
Pence's  bill  would  bar  Title  X 
family  planning  money  from 
going  to  organizations  that 
perform  abortions. 

That  would  include 
Planned  Parenthood  of 
America,  the  leading  Title  X 
recipient  and  the  country’s 
No.  1  abortion  provider. 

As  of  Jan.  21,  Pence's  bill 
had  149  cosponsors. 
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